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PORTUGUESE EDUCATION 
SYSTEM



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

• Nursery (from 4 months old up to the age of 

3)

– Private Institutions

• Pre-school (from 3 years old up to the age 

of 6)

– Private Schools; IPSS (Social Security); Public 

Schools 

– It is not compulsory education yet!



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

Ensino Básico

• Primary School (from 6 years old up to the age 
of 9)

– 1º CEB
� 1st grade to 4th grade
� Lessons are given by one teacher only
� Full-time education with Extra-curricular Activities 
(e.g. English; Music; Arts)



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

• “Middle” School 

– 2º CEB

� from 10 years old up to the age of 11

� 5th grade to 6th grade

– 3º CEB 

� from 12 years old up to the age of 14

� 7th grade to 9th grade



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

“Middle” School

� School is compulsory up to the age of 15 (9th 
grade)

� Main Subjects: Maths, Portuguese, Foreign 
Languages, Sciences, History, Physical 
Education, …



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION 
SYSTEM

• Secondary School (High school) is 
further education
� Since the age of 15
� 10th grade to 12th grade 
� A huge diversity of courses
� More variety in the last 2/3 years with the recovering 

of technical courses



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

• The initiative “New Opportunities” (2005)

- RVCC

- Technical Courses
- EFA 
- CEF



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

• The initiative “New Opportunities”
Aims:

- To certify people/students with low scholarity

- To prevent students from leaving/abandoning school 
too soon 



PORTUGUESE EDUCATION SYSTEM

• School’s Typology

� Agrupamento Vertical de Escolas 
Preschool; Primary School (1ºCEB); “Middle School” 
(2ºCEB / 3ºCEB)

� Escola Secundária com 3º CEB
“Middle School” (3º CEB); Secondary School (High 
school) 
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ACTIVITIES OF SOCIAL SERVICES

• According to the subsystem of social services, 
administered by the Institute of Social Security, 
I.P., from the Department of Employment, it is 
possible to develop activities of social service 
through:

– Official institutions of SS;
– Private institutions;
– Private institutions of social solidarity.



DISTRICTAL REALITY
• Official institutions

– 3 infant centers, organically and functionally 
dependent from the SS (with answers to Nurseries and 
Pre-schools)

• Licensed private institutions
– 37 for infants and youngsters (with answers to 

Nurseries and ATL – Free Time Occupation)

– 6 for the elder population (with answers to sheltered 
housings and SAD)

• Private institutions of social solidarity
– 352 IPSS (274 with Cooperation Agreement)



LEGAL BACKGROUND
• In 1989, the Law nr. 30/89 undertakes the previous licensing 

of institutions which develop activities of social services 
related to the social security.

• On 30th May 1997, the Law nr. 133-A revokes the previous 
legislation.

• In 2003, the program of cooperation for the Development of 
Quality and Security in social answers is created.

• The Law nr. 64/2007 redefines the regime of licensing and 
inspection of rendered services and social security 
institutions, keeping the sanctioned regime foreseen in Law 
nr. 133-A/97.

• The prescriptive dispatch 99/89 defines the regulating norms 
for the conditions of installation  and functioning of Nurseries
with profitable ends.



LICENSING PROCEEDINGS
• Licensing the construction and usage

– Requires the mandatory reports from the:

• City Hall
• National Services of Firefighters and Civil Protection 
• Health authorities
• Institute of Social Security, I.P.

• Licensing the activity

– It is a competence of the Institute of Social Security, I.P., which 
evaluates:

• Facilities and equipments
• Internal regulation
• General staff members
• Regularity of the contributive situation 
• Suitability of the applicant and the staff



LICENSING THE SOCIAL SERVICES 
INSTITUTIONS

It applies to:
– Societies or business people in individual 

representation / name;
– IPSS or equivalent institutes (without Cooperation 

Agreements);
– Private entities which develop activities of social 

support.

It excludes:
– Organisms of the central, regional and local Public 

Administration;
– The “Santa Casa of Misericórdia”, in Lisbon.



SOCIAL ANSWERS FOR INFANTS AND YOUNGSTERS, 

CONCIEVABLE OF LICENSING BY THE SS

• Nursery (up to 3 year olds)

• CATL (children and teenagers beyond 6 year olds)

• House of Temporary Shelter (children and 
teenagers in a precarious situation, whose decision of promotion
and protection determines a sheltering inferior to 6 months)

• Home of Infants and Youngsters (children 
and teenagers in a precarious situation, whose decision of 
promotion and protection determines it)

• Apartment of Autonomy (teenagers beyond 15 
years old, with decision of promotion and protection defines it)



NURSERY

• The result of an alteration if the familiar 
structure, translated in a higher 
participation of women in the world of 
employment.

• The family is no longer able to achieve the 
task of educating on its own.

• Constitute one of the first experiences of 
life for children, in a system outside its 
familiar circle.



NURSERY
• Objective – to give to the child:

Space

Physical, affective and intellectual 
harmonious development

Routines

Time



NURSERY

• Importance of the first three years of life:

– Learning rules of social life
– Learning how to walk
– Learning how to speak
– Learning how to solve problems



NURSERY – AN ANSWER OF 
QUALITY

• Objectives of the evaluating model of quality:

– Improve the given services;

– Promote the positive differentiation of answers;

– To be a model of self-evaluation;

– Harmonize the rules of functioning;

– Streamline the participation of families and clients;

– To increase the degree of satisfaction of clients, 
collaborators, partners and the environment;

– To insure the same level of quality, regardless of the 
legal nature of the institution.



NURSERY – AN ANSWER OF 
QUALITY

• The people who provide care must 
proportionate:

– Security

– Protection

– Love

– Playing

– Learning



NURSERY – AN ANSWER OF 
QUALITY

• The people who provide care must 
proportionate:

– The superior interest of the child;

– The need for participation of the family;

– The increase in value and the integration of children;

– The development of mutual and affectionate relations 
between the child and the care guardian.



NURSERY – AN ANSWER OF 
QUALITY
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